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               NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
   Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 
 
“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
 evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,  
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 
 



 

 

 
                                                        CANADA 

  
                                            Navigation:  Icebreaking 
 
                                      Agreements extending the agreement of 
                                          October 28 and December 5, 1980, 
                                           as extended. 
                                      Effected by exchange of notes at 
                                          Washington December 4 and 5, 2000; 
                                      Entered into force December 5, 2000. 
                                      And effected by exchange of notes at 
                                          Washington December 5, 2005; 
                                      Entered into force December 5, 2005. 
                                      And effected by exchange of notes at 
                                          Washington November 30 and  
                                           December 2, 2010; 
                                      Entered into force December 2, 2010. 
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Washingt9n, D.C., December 4, 2000 

Note No. 0096 

Excellency I 

I have the honour to refer to the Exchange of Notes of 

October 28, ~9S0, and Deeember 5, 1980, between our two 

Governmeuts constituting an Agreement providing for coordination 

of the ieebreaking activities of Canada and the united States of 
America on the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence Seaway System, {the 

-1960 Agreement"}. I' have the furth~r honour to refer to the 

Exchanges of Notes of Deoember 4, 1990 and of December 5, ~~95 

between our two Governments providing for the renewal of the 
December 5. 1980 Agreement for additional five year periods. 

Tbe 1980 Agreement. as renewed, }.as been beneficial to both 

our countries and has helped promote our shared objective of 

maintaining open routes for maritime commerce in ice-covered 

waters. Aocordingly, I have the honour to propose that our two 

Governments agree to renew the 1980 Agreement under the 

conditions set foreh in the Annex to the 1980 Exchange of Notes, 

for an addiEional period of fi~e years f~om December 5, 2000. 

The Honourable Madeleine Albright 
Secretary of State 
Washington f DC 

. _ ./2 
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If the proposal set forth in this Note is acceptable to your 

Government, ~ have the honour to propose that tbis Note, wh1eh is 

equally authentic in English and French, and your reply to that 

effect, shall oonstitute an Agreement bet~een our two Governments 

which shall enter into fares on December 5, 2000 and shall 
continue in force for a period of five years. 

Accept, Madam Secretary, the renewed assurances of my 

highest consideration. 

l.!~~ 
Michael F. Kergin 
Ambassador of Canada.to the 
United States of America 
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De~AA'fM ENT. OF ST.A.TE 
. WASHiNGTON 

1: ha.Ve tbo bonoJ: 'Co acy.now ~~Qg.. l.'1oSC;;:~J.@ I.:. I;.)j';" ng 1;.0:;11 

NQ. OO~G £:om th. 2mb~~s~ of CdL~da, daced De~embG% 5, 

2000, wbJ.r.ril ~tate3 in its enti.rety a.s fo~~ow~: 

"Exec1.1e.ney. 

I hnve ~he hono~~ to ~c~e= ~o ~he ~xchan9. of Notes o~ 
October 26, 1980, ana O~eemPer S, ~geO, between ou~ 
two Govarnments c:c;nst:i..1:ut.;l.n.g an A~-7.~.~i\~f~t.'.ll.~~vi.d~':1~," 
~O~ QQo~1n¥~~on o~ the ~ceDrea~~n~ .c:t~v~~.s, 01; 
Canacla. ana. the Oti1.to:d Sl:.C>.l!.cu o£ Amc.r:i.c~ 'ar.'· f.h~· ~.rU::1.l. 
LKbAlII - .!=>t. T.~wreT\C!e Se..alol'ay System (tho --1990 
l\qrcee:mon:t:." ) • 1: have. the ~IIT"'l:heT,' honour. 'eO r.e1'e,. eo 
the Exchanqes of Notes of Oeee=ber 4, 19~O and o~ 
Deeemb~r S, 1995 be~ween our two Governments prov~d~n~ 
£Qr the r.newa1 o~ ~hO ~ec~e. 5, 1990 A9re$ment for 
adc:1i. t1.onal ;{;;Lve yea:;: pe~:1.ocJ=:J. • ' 

'the 1380 Agree.mir=nt, .!L=r =mllQ""Ud., h.u~ bQQn 
p~A*Licia1 to both our eountrieR ~nd h~~ h~'p~d 
pr~ot~ our snared Q~jeet1.ve of ma~ta~nLnq open 
routes ;f'o:c ~:r.it:1.la.Cl':I comme::.roc .Ln ioc-coV'ored W&.11:.0.r:::>. 
Ac.C:II:~rd.i.n9'l.y, :r h~vA: the honOl.~r to v;r.opo.:ae t:hat 01,:1 ..... 1';WO 

Gove~nment~ a~:cee to ro~ew ~he ~geQ Aq%O~~ under 
th~ eondi~~ons se~ for~h ~~ the Annex to the 1980 
mx~hange o~ No~es. ~or an a~~ion~l. per~odo~"~~~e 
years ~rom Dec.mber 5. 2000 • 

.L.:f ~h6 p:r:opo~.al. ~ 6't. 1:0: L:h 1.n l::k.,i:s", ;uu.-L.a 1.:1;0 
a~eeptab1e to yaur Gover.nmcnt, X h~vc tpc. b~oux to 
p.:r:opoc;c Lh<:>.1:. Ll:d.:1 Not:.Q, wb:lch .:1.;:1 equ~11::i ~utbilllnt.:i.o J.u 
£Z'lg~.rti:h and F.ench, and your rep1y tt') thist ~fft'u~1:, 
eha11 constitute an ngrc~cnt between our ~wo 
Covc:;.r'.nTGCn~A whi ch ahi;!J l ent.er .into force on J:)eeembeT. 
5, 2000 ~d 3hQl.~ oon~~~~ ~n =o:ce =0:: a po=~o~ o~ 
~~va yee,='s .... 

Hi.s ExeeJ.J.ep.c:y 
tIG,;i.c:.haeJ. , .. e=gi.n, 

~QS~QQO= ~~ C~~&4&. 

.' 
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~~onr; ~.i.l:..h t.hi.!~ no~e :!Iha:1.1 consl:.it1.1t:e an agreemen'l: b~T!'Ween 

force on uac::-embftr 5, 200U d.u(1 l:!ll..!l.l.l. r=onti.nue in force for a 

~cccpt mxcaL3eney, ~he rene~ed a~5urances of my 

higho~t COft5~da:a~~~. 

'\ 
For the Socretory of Stat.u: 

~. . - ~~"Z;4:" 
--~----.... &::> 
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Excellency: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

December 5,2005 

I have the honor to refer to the exchange of notes of October 28, 1980, and 

December 5, 1980, between our Governments, constituting an Agreement 

providing for coordination of the icebreaking activities of Canada and the United . 

States of America on the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence Seaway System (the "1980 

Agreement"). I have the further honor to refer to the exchanges of notes of 

December 4, 1990, December 5, 1995, and December 4,2000, between our 

Governments, each providing for the renewal of the December 5, 1980, Agreement 

for additional five-year periods. 

His Excellency 
Francis Joseph McKenna, 

Ambassador of Canada. 

DIPLOMATIC NOTE 
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The 1980 Agreement, as renewed, has been beneficial to both our countries 

and has helped to promote our shared objective of maintaining open routes for 

maritime commerce in ice-covered waters. Accordingly, I have the honor to 

propose that our Governments agree to renew the 1980 Agreement under the 

conditions set forth in the Annex to the 1980 Exchange of Notes, for an additional 

period of five years beginning December 5,2005. 

If the proposal set forth in this Note is acceptable to your Government, I 

have the honor to propose that this note and your reply to that effect shall 

constitute an Agreement between our Governments, which shall enter into force on 

December 5, 2005, and shall continue in force for a period of five years. 

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 

For the Secretary of State: 
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Her Excellency Condoleezza Rice 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 

Madam Secretary, 

501 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C., 20001 

December 5,2005 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Note dated December 5, 2005, which 

states in its entirety as follows: 

"Excellency: 

I have the honor to refer to the Exchange of Notes of October 28,1980, and 

December 5, 1980, between our Governments, constituting an Agreement providingfor 

coordination of the icebreaking activities of Canada and the United States of America on 

the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence Seaway System (the "1980 Agreement''). I have the further 

honor to refer to the Exchanges of Notes of December 4, 1990, December 5, 1995, and 

December 4, 2000, between our two Governments, each providing for the renewal of the 

December 5, 1980 Agreement for additional five year periods. 

The 1980 Agreement, as renewed, has been beneficial to both our countries and has 

helped to promote our shared objective of maintaining open routes for maritime commerce 

in ice-covered waters. Accordingly, I have the honor to propose that our Governments 

agree to renew the 1980 Agreement under the conditions set forth in the Annex to the 1980 

Exchange of Notes, for an additional period of five years beginning December 5, 2005. 

Her Excellency Condoleezza Rice, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. .. .12 
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If the proposal set forth in this Note is acceptable to your Government, I have the 

honor to propose that this Note and your reply to that effect shall constitute an Agreement 

between our Governments, which shall enter into force on December 5, 2005, and shall 

continue in force for a period of five years. 

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. " 

I am pleased to infonn you that the Government of Canada accepts the proposal set forth 

in your Note. The Government of Canada further agrees that your Note, together with this 

reply, which is authentic in English and French, shall constitute an Agreement between Canada 

and the United States of America, which shall enter into force on December 5, 2005, and shall 

continue in force for a period of five years. 

Accept, Madam Secretary, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 

Frank McKenna 
Ambassador of Canada 
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Excellency: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

November 30, 2010 

I have the honor to refer to the exchange of notes of October 28, 1980, and 

December 5, 1980, between our Governments, constituting an Agreement 

providing for coordination of the icebreaking activities of Canada and the United 

States of America on the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence Seaway System (the "1980 

Agreement"). I have the further honor to refer to the exchanges of notes of 

December 4, 1990, December 5, 1995, December 4,2000, and December 5, 2005, 

between our Governments, each providing for the renewal of the 1980 Agreement 

for additional five-year periods. 

The 1980 Agreement, as renewed, has been beneficial to both our countries 

and has helped to promote our shared objective of maintaining open routes for 

maritime commerce in ice-covered waters. Accordingly, I have the honor to 

propose that our Governments agree to renew the 1980 Agreement under the 

His Excellency, 
Gary Albert Doer, 

Ambassador of Canada. 
DIPLOMATIC NOTE 
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conditions set forth in the Annex to the 1980 Exchange of Notes, for an additional 

period of five years from December 5, 20 I O. 

If the proposal set forth in this Note is acceptable to your Government, I 

have the honor to propose that this note and your reply to that effect shall 

constitute an Agreement between our Governments, which shall enter into force on 

the date of your reply and shall continue in force for a period of five years from 

December 5, 2010. 

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 

For the Secretary of State: 



,.' ',",: ~-":" . ~ 
.~ -, '"', ~ "'-'.,'" 

Note: UNEN70 

Madam Secretary, 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Note dated November 30, 2010, which states 
in its entirety as follows: 

Excellency, 

I have the honor to refer to the Exchange of Notes of October 28, 1980, and December 
5, 1980, between our Governments, constituting an Agreement providing for 
coordination of the icebreaking activities of Canada and the United States of America 
on the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence Seaway System (the "1980 Agreement"). I have the 
further honor to refer to the Exchanges of Notes of December 4, 1990, December 5, 
1995, December 4, 2000 and December 5, 2005, between our two Governments, each 
providing for the renewal of the 1980 Agreement for additional five year periods. 

The 1980 Agreement, as renewed, has been beneficial to both our countries and has 
helped to promote our shared objective of maintaining open routes for maritime 
commerce in ice-covered waters. Accordingly, I have the honor to propose that our 
Governments agree to renew the 1980 Agreement under the conditions set forth in the 
Annex to the 1980 Exchange of Notes, for an additional period of five years from 
December 5, 2010. 

If the proposal set forth in this Note is acceptable to your Government, I have the honor 
to propose that this Note and your reply to that effect shall constitute an Agreement 
between our Governments, which shall enter into force on the date of your reply and 
shall continue in force for a period of five years from December 5, 2010. 

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 

I am pleased to inform you that the Government of Canada accepts the proposal set forth in 
your Note. The Government of Canada further agrees that your Note, together with this reply, 
which is authentic in English and French, shall constitute an Agreement between Canada and 
the United States of America, which shall enter into force on the date of this note, and shall 
continue in force for a period of five years from December 5, 2010. 

Accept, Madam Secretary, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 

fA 
~oer 

ssador of Canada 
December 2, 2010 






